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A letter from the president & board chair



5 Dear Friends and Supporters,

There is no “off” year when it comes to gay politics, and 2007 was an exciting reminder of that. In fact, the Victory Fund 
waged some of its biggest battles ever as openly LGBT candidates aimed higher and fought harder in campaigns across 
the country.  In the end, 43 of our 71 endorsed candidates were victorious, and the number of openly LGBT elected 
officials in the U.S. soared past 400 for the first time in history—up from only 49 when Victory was founded in 1991.
 
Behind each of those numbers are powerful stories of courage and progress.  International headlines blared this year 
when voters in Dallas—the 7th largest city in the country—gave serious consideration to electing an openly gay man 
as their mayor.  In Nashville, Keith Durbin’s election to the city council made him the first openly gay man elected in 
Tennessee’s history.  Howard Bayless became the first gay man ever elected in Alabama, following in the footsteps of 
openly LGBT Alabama State Representative Patricia Todd, who was elected in 2006.  And Denise Simmons became the 
first openly lesbian black woman to ever serve as mayor of a U.S. city when she was elected by her peers on the Cam-
bridge, MA City Council.
 
You don’t achieve success like that without qualified and capable candidates who have the technical and financial 
resources to win.  That’s the business the Victory Fund is in, and it’s one where the stakes are getting higher each and 
every year.  In 2008, Victory anticipates supporting more than 100 candidates in their efforts to achieve new electoral 
heights.  To help fuel the growth of our organization and support more—and higher-level—candidates, Victory’s Board 
of Directors created a new leadership body to identify and support candidates in every corner of America.  The Victory 
Campaign Board is made up of politically savvy individuals from cities and towns across the country who understand 
the progress we can achieve with more openly LGBT elected officials at all levels of government.

This year also brought other changes to Victory—the departure of longtime board members and former board chairs 
Scott Widmeyer and Brian Johnson.  Throughout their service, Scott and Brian provided a wealth of deep knowledge, 
expert guidance and unfailing friendship and support that helped the organization grow into a major force in gay 
politics and in the LGBT movement.  We are grateful for all they accomplished as board chairs and directors, and look 
forward to their good counsel in the future.
 
The victories of the past year are not small.  They are proof that we can win the hearts and minds of our peers when we 
are unafraid to be honest and open about who we are and what we hope for our communities.  Our elected leaders are 
our best path to success.  Their victories and accomplishments are immediate, tangible and measurable.  And with your 
help, they are changing our country in dramatic and revolutionary ways.  
 
Thank you for being a part of our success.

Paul W. Horning, II
Chair, Board of Directors

Chuck Wolfe
President & CEO



7

Chuck Silcox
Fort Worth City Councilman
(Campaigning for an opponent of 
victory endorsee joel burns)

“We have two people of opposite partisan 
politics, opposite philosophical 
persuasions and opposite 
sexual orientations. 

I didn't tell you which one was homosexual.  
He's married to a female, and the other's 
married to a male.  

You make your own mind up.”



7 Overcoming Bigotry

Imagine an established local politician standing up before 
a large crowd and asking them to base their electoral 
decisions on a candidate’s sexual orientation.

This is what happened during Joel Burns’ race for the Fort 
Worth City Council.  Sitting City Councilman Chuck Silcox 
drew attention to Joel’s sexual orientation in an effort to 
sabotage his chances of winning, much to the delight of a 
laughing crowd.

Burns rallied through the attack. His tire-
less campaigning was bolstered by the 
Victory Fund’s aggressive 
fundraising and he went on to become 
the top vote-getter in the general election 
and the eventual winner of the 
run-off election.

Not every candidate survives bigoted attacks. In nearby 
Dallas, mayoral candidate Ed Oakley suffered last-minute 
anti-gay politicking, resulting in a heartbreaking loss. Also, 
candidates like Jass Stewart and Michelle Bruce both lost 
close elections that were marred by anti-LGBT attacks.

Gay political candidates face challenges that straight 
candidates don’t, and the strategic and financial support 
Victory provides helps to level the playing field.

This is why the Victory Fund is vital to the LGBT 
movement for equality.

Horizon State Update

   Horizon States are states with no openly LGBT 
elected officials at any level of government.

   Legislative Horizon States lack openly LGBT
 representation in their state legislatures.

Though every win in 2007 was significant in changing 
hearts and minds in communities across the country, those 
that give LGBT people a voice in their state for the first 
time are BREAKthrough moments for the entire LGBT 
community.  The Victory Fund has been successful in 
electing officials in places where it seemed impossible, 
but six Horizon States and thirteen additional Legislative 
Horizon States still remain.

Burns
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“Increasingly, fairness trumps fear.

Our candidates are winning because voters 
understand they care about issues that 
matter to them — the economy, schools, 
crime and health care.”

Chuck Wolfe



9 Winning Across America

The Victory Fund helps voters see LGBT political candidates for what they are – committed, intelligent, passionate citizens.  
And with every year that passes, Victory’s numbers swell. At the end of 2007, the number of openly LGBT elected officials 
grew to more than 400. The year also saw the number of Victory endorsees set an odd-year record.  But the numbers 
don’t speak as loudly as the stories of the leaders.   Here are a few of the biggest wins:

Keith Durbin
An alumnus of the Gay & Lesbian 
Leadership Institute’s Candidate and 
Campaign Training Program, Durbin’s 
successful election to the Nashville 
City Council made him the first openly 
gay man ever elected in Tennessee.

Brian Bates
Brian Bates was elected to the 
Doraville, Georgia City Council in 
2007, becoming the first openly gay 
Republican ever elected in the South.  
This was Bates second attempt for the 
seat.  He lost narrowly in a previous 
attempt after enduring an anti-gay 
whisper campaign.  This time, with the 
support of the Victory Fund, Brian was 
prepared to win.

Denise Simmons
Denise Simmons is the nation’s first 
openly lesbian African-American 
mayor.  A Victory-endorsed candidate 
who won reelection to the Cambridge, 
Massachusetts City Council in 2007, 
Simmons was subsequently selected 
by her council peers to serve as mayor.  
She succeeds Ken Reeves, the nation’s 
first LGBT, African-American mayor.

It started in 1991 with just two candidates: Seattle’s Sherry Harris and California’s Bob Burke. More than a decade and a 
half later, the Victory Fund has steadily grown to the point where dozens of aspiring LGBT politicians can reap the benefits 
of an endorsement.

Endorsed Candidates
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“Some people told me that they 
couldn’t vote against me personally. 

Some people said they figured out that all 
the reasons to vote ‘no’ were 
political, and that they had decided to let 
their personal views dictate their vote.”

Daniel O’Donnell, 
New York State Assemblyman, 
on the Assembly’s vote to support 
marriage EQUALITY legislation
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With every dollar it distributed to its endorsed candidates, the Victory Fund made an investment in the future of the LGBT 
movement.  Having gay people in elected office isn’t merely a symbolic accomplishment; LGBT leaders are making real 
progress in blocking anti-gay legislation and advancing LGBT priorities.  

A shining example of the effectiveness of having openly gay people as decision makers is Arkansas state Rep. Kathy 
Webb’s involvement in defeating an anti-gay adoption bill.   The bill, which would have banned gay people (and most 
unmarried straight couples) from adopting children or serving as foster parents, failed to make it out of the House  
Judiciary Committee. Webb, a committee member, was instrumental in the bill’s demise.  Rita Sklar, executive director of 
Arkansas’ chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union, told the Arkansas Democrat Gazette that Kathy’s presence on in 
the legislature made a huge difference in the outcome.  “I think for a lot of people, it was the first time they actually ever 
met an openly gay person, and realized that she’s just another human being,” she said.

In addition to Webb, openly LGBT legislators across the country are making progress for our community.  California State 
Assemblyman Mark Leno successfully authored and passed marriage equality legislation, only to have it vetoed for the 
second time by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger.  New York State Assemblyman Daniel O’Donnell helped pass historic  
marriage equality legislation.  Heterosexual allies are an integral part of the LGBT movement, but having LGBT citizens at 
the table is vital for progress.

With nineteen states lacking a single LGBT state legislator and six of them lacking any openly LGBT elected officials, the 
road to proportional representation in all levels of government may seem distant. However, during the course of the its 
existence, the Victory Fund has helped dozens of out endorsees break through barriers large and small. While there are 
still many hurdles to overcome, these are some of the Victory Fund’s famous firsts:

Al McAffrey
State House of Representatives, Oklahoma
State’s first openly LGBT legislator 
Nicole LeFavour
State House of Representatives, Idaho
State’s first openly LGBT legislator 
David Cicilline
Mayor, Providence, Rhode Island
First openly gay mayor of a U.S. state capitol 
Matt McCoy
State Senate, Iowa
State’s first openly LGBT legislator 
Kathy Webb
State House of Representative, Arkansas
State’s first openly LGBT elected official

Jolie Justus
State Senate, Missouri
State’s first openly LGBT state senator 
Keith Durbin
Metro Nashville Council, Tennessee
State’s first openly LGBT elected official

Rives Kistler
State Supreme Court, Oregon
State’s first openly LGBT statewide elected official 
Sam Adams
City Council, Portland, Oregon
City’s first openly gay city councilman 
Adam Ebbin
State House of Delegates, Virginia
State’s first openly LGBT legislator 
Sabrina Sojourner
House of Representatives, Washington, D.C.
City’s first openly LGBT elected official 
Tammy Baldwin
House of Representatives, Wisconsin
First non-incumbent gay person elected to Congress

Diane Sands
State Legislature, Montana
State’s first openly LGBT elected official

Patricia Todd
State Legislature, Alabama
State’s first openly LGBT elected official

Lupe Valdez
Sheriff, Dallas County, Texas
First Latina lesbian sheriff in the country 
Bruce Kraus
City Council, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
City Council’s first openly LGBT official 
Kate Brown
State Senate, Oregon
State’s first openly LGBT Senate president 
Christine Quinn
City Council, New York, New York
City’s first openly LGBT speaker 
Annise Parker
Controller, formerly City Council, Houston, Texas
City’s first openly LGBT elected official 
Jarrett Barrios
State Senate, Massachusetts
Country’s first openly gay Latino state legislator

Barbara Baier
School Board, Lincoln, Nebraska
State’s first openly LGBT elected official

BREAKING BARRIERS
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election scorecard



13 State legislative

Adam Ebbin - House of Delegates (VA)

Frank Ferri - State House of Reps. (RI)

Reed Gusciora - General Assembly (NJ)

Micah Kellner - State Assembly (NY)

Matthew Titone - State Assembly (NY)

School Board

Howard Bayless - Birmingham City Board of Education (AL)

Jonathan Cote - Manchester School Board (NH)

Adam Gutcheon - Windsor Board of Education (CT)

Henry Lo - Garvey School District Board of Education (CA)

Thomas Peters - University City School Board (MO)

Mike Pohl - Manchester School Board (CT)

Judicial

A Daniel Anders - Judge, Court of Common Pleas (PA)

Debra Silber - Judge, NYC Civil Court (NY)

Municipal/County 

Jeffrey Anderson - Duluth City Council (MN)

Justin Armintrout - Missoula City Council (MT)

Ruth Atkin - Vice Mayor, Emeryville (CA)

Brian Bates - Doraville City Council (GA)

Randy Bishop - Neptune Township Commission (NJ)

William Brownson - Columbus City Council (OH)

Michelle Bruce - Riverdale City Council (GA)

Shane Burkett - Metro Nashville Council (TN)

Joel Burns - Fort Worth City Council (TX)

James Cappleman - Chicago Alderman (IL)

Sally Clark - Seattle City Council (WA)

Gary Cloutier - Mayor, Vallejo (CA)

Pat Coluzzi - Rehoboth Beach City Commission (DE)

Jon Cooper - Suffolk County Legislator (NY)

Craig Covey - Mayor, Ferndale (MI)

Kecia Cunningham - Decatur City Commission (GA)

Geri Delevich - New Hope Borough Council (PA)

Joe DeMedeiros - New Bedford City Council (MA)

Jeffrey Dion - Prince William Cty. Board of Supervisors (VA)

Keith Durbin - Metro Nashville Council (TN)

Timothy Eustace - Mayor, Maywood (NJ)

Michael Gongora - Miami Beach Commission (FL)

Patrick Gossett- Rehoboth Beach City Commission (DE)

Elena Guajardo - San Antonio City Council (TX)

John Heilman - West Hollywood City Council (CA)

Joseph Hernandez - Dallas City Council (TX)

Steve Howard - Mayor, Rutland (VT)

Ray Johnson - Oak Park Village Trustee (IL)

Karen Kellen - Lakewood City Council (CO)

Bruce Kraus - Pittsburgh City Council (PA)

Frank Kruszewski - Miami Beach Commission (FL)

Lydia Lavelle - Carrboro Alderman (NC)

Greg Lemke - Moorhead City Council (MN)

James Llanas - Maplewood City Council (MN)

Sue Lovell - Houston City Council (TX)

Craig Lowe - Gainesville City Commissioner (FL)

Marty Martinez - Somerville Alderman (MA)

Fred Mason III - Baltimore City Council (MD)

Chris Moss - Frisco City Council (TX)

Mickey Northcutt - Salem City Council (MA)

Ed Oakley - Mayor, Dallas (TX)

Annise Parker - Houston Controller (TX)

Eugene Pearson - Boulder City Council (CO)

Steve Pougnet - Mayor, Palm Springs (CA)

Timothy Purington- Holyoke City Council (MA)

Tom Rasmussen - Seattle City Council (WA)

Lance Rhodes - East Point City Council (GA)

Lance Ringel - Rhinecliff Town Board (NY)

Grace Ross - Worcester City Council (MA)

Tim Schofield - Boston City Council (MA)

William Schmidt - Mayor, Peekskill (NY)

Denise Simmons - Cambridge City Council (MA)

Jass Stewart - Mayor, Brockton (MA)

Darrell Watson - Denver City Council (CO)

Patrick Wojahn - College Park City Council (MD)

Ken Zalewski - Troy City Council (NY)

Thomas Zerafa - Mayor, Oak Park (MI)

Ed Zipprich - Red Bank Council (NJ)

 = winner

A = appointed to the position
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 Gay & lesbian victory fund 
Financial reporting
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Income

Victory Cabinet (Major Donor) 60% 1,522,109

Donor Candidate Contributions 20% 510,655

Events 11% 280,903

Direct Marketing 7% 162,891

Miscellaneous 2% 54,749

Total Income 2,531,307

expense

Campaign Services 60% 1,512,381

Donor Candidate Payments 20% 510,655

Candidate Marketing 8% 212,542

Fundraising 11% 269,580

Finance & Operations 1% 24,139

Total EXPENSE 2,529,297

a

b

c

D

e

aB

C

D
E

aB

C

D
E

a

b

c

D

e

a-c: Program expenses 88%

d-E: fundraising & operations 12%

Full audited financial information available at http://www.victoryfund.org/annual07
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Gay & Lesbian Leadership Institute



17 Dear Friends and Supporters,

Effective leadership matters today more than ever.  Whether leading a corporation or leading the country, it’s not  
difficult to find examples of what effective leaders can accomplish—and how failed leadership hurts us all.

Leadership within the LGBT community is no exception, and that’s why the work of the Gay & Lesbian Leadership  
Institute (GLLI) is so important.  In 2007, demand for GLLI’s executive development and training programs grew as more 
and more LGBT leaders prepared themselves to take on critical leadership posts across the country.  Hundreds of out 
public leaders from government, politics and the LGBT civil rights movement took part in programs to help build the 
capacity of our community to lead and create positive change—change that our community desperately needs.

With your support, GLLI trained elected leaders to govern more effectively, helped movement leaders leverage their 
resources and skills, and helped LGBT leaders from around the globe connect and share with each other.

The work of the Gay & Lesbian Leadership Institute is an investment in the future of the LGBT community and an  
investment in the courageous men and women who are, in the words of one columnist “rocketing our country  
forward.”  These individuals are moving us toward a day when LGBT Americans are fully integrated and embraced by 
our society.  We look forward to that day, and to another important year of positive change made by LGBT leaders 
across our country and around the globe.

Sincerely,

David P. Nixon
Chair, Board of Directors

Chuck Wolfe
President & CEO



19

“We’ve come to learn that, by being ‘out,’ 
we clearly demonstrate our integrity. 

We prove that we’re making decisions 
based on what is right and honest. 

We shatter the cynicism that people hold 
about politicians and people in govern-
ment.”

U.S. Rep. tammy baldwin, d-WI



19

In November of 1985, a small group of elected officials 
gathered in West Hollywood to discuss their work. They 
were all openly gay.

The convergence of a handful of LGBT state legislators, 
city council members and county officials was a landmark 
achievement then. 

The gathering ended up becoming an annual event, with 
the second group numbering 14, including among its 
ranks a young Dane County, Wisconsin supervisor named 
Tammy Baldwin.  Now, that meeting has evolved into the 
International Gay & Lesbian Leadership Conference,  
produced by the Gay & Lesbian Leadership Institute. 

Last year’s conference in Las Vegas proved that the  
Institute’s work is more important than ever, attracting 
hundreds of public leaders from around the world. The 
event was supported broadly by participants, speakers, 
organizations and corporations including: Gill Action,  
Harrah’s, Pacific Gas & Electric, Prudential, and many  
others.

In an October column written for 365Gay.com, Baldwin 
reflected on the beginnings of the Leadership Institute and 
how the organization has come to symbolize the growing 
number of capable, out leaders.  She wrote:

“From that first group of pioneers back in the 80s has 
sprung the Gay & Lesbian Leadership Institute that each 
year now assists hundreds of individuals enter careers in 
politics, government, business and advocacy. The  
Leadership Institute reports well more than 700 openly 
gay elected and appointed officials on five continents at 
the local, state, and federal levels.”

The LGBT community today is witnessing a quickening 
of the pace of change—a decisive move toward equality 
hastened by brave men and women who are leading their 
communities honestly and openly.  The Gay & Lesbian 
Leadership Institute is proud to play a role in this progress.

   Leaders of the LGBT movement speak to participants at the 2007 International Gay & Lesbian Leadership Conference
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“Quite frankly, my experience as a 
LEADERSHIP Institute Fellow at Harvard has 
dramatically changed my life, personally 
and professionally.  The experience taught 
me a new guiding principle that I now apply 
to every public service/political and per-
sonal situation I encounter:  ‘Change does 
not happen when you are comfortable.’”

hon. Jim ROTH
oklahoma corporation commissioner
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GLLI Fellows at Harvard University

Since 2001, GLLI’s partnership with 
Harvard University’s Kennedy School 
of Government has helped dozens 
of LGBT leaders go through the 
University’s rigorous Senior Execu-
tives in State and Local Government 
program.

This year’s class was the program’s 
largest yet, with ten fellows traveling 
to Harvard to exchange ideas with 
the diverse participants, examine 
their relationships with their con-
stituents and determine meaningful, 
attainable solutions for their unique 
communities.

GLLI Fellow and Oklahoma Corpora-
tion Commissioner Jim Roth found 
that one particular piece of advice he 
learned as a fellow — “Change does 
not happen when you are comfort-
able” — has helped him in many 
aspects of his life.

“This simple axiom, taught by Profes-
sor Linsky, has allowed me to pursue 
leadership opportunities that have 
in turn made me an effective public 
servant,” Roth said. “I now look at 
issues as complicated challenges 
that CAN be solved, that now require 
deeper thought and analysis, but that 
all have a solution possible.”

Training & Professional Development

In 2007, some 150 individuals learned 
the art and science of winning 
campaigns in GLLI’s Candidate and 
Campaign Training Program. The 
in-depth trainings took place across 
the country in Las Vegas, Portland, 
Chicago and Philadelphia.

Each trainee, even those who came 
with minimal political experience, 
learned important campaign strate-
gies and how to apply them to races 
in their areas. 

One trainee wrote: “The trainings 
were informative, useful and (crucial 
for me) accessible to first-time folks 
new to campaigning. I learned a ton 
and feel so much better prepared to 
do my job.”

In addition to supplying aspiring 
campaign workers and office seekers 
with educational experiences, GLLI 
also provided executive directors 
of LGBT organizations with training 
ranging from board development to 
instruction on organizational man-
agement to executive leadership. 
Participants included leaders from 
the Service Members Legal Defense 
Network, the National Coalition for 
LGBT Health and the National Asso-
ciation of LGBT Community Centers.

States Project

A partnership with the Equality  
Federation, The States Project aims 
to help identify and cultivate LGBT 
leaders seeking to enter public  
service. Since 2005, the program has 
helped LGBT organizations in strate-
gically selected states develop and 
enhance the skills of their  
leaders, in order to provide their 
communities with the technical  
training and legal counsel necessary 
to achieve long-term and meaningful 
political representation. 

This year, the project added Indiana, 
Kentucky, South Carolina, Virginia 
and Wisconsin to its membership, 
bringing the total number of  
participating states to 21. 

Inspired Leadership

The Gay & Lesbian Leadership Institute provides LGBT individuals with the training and resources they need to become 
strong and effective leaders.  Through a range of programs, GLLI helps LGBT leaders reach their full potential and - in 
doing so - unleashes the full leadership capacity of our movement.
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Gay & Lesbian Leadership Institute
financial reporting
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Income

Grants & Corporate 64% 1,084,012

Victory Cabinet (Major Donor) 24% 413,913

Tuition & Registrations 7% 116,570

Events 2% 29,020

Miscellaneous 3% 53,256

Total Income 1,696,771

expense

Leadership Development 44% 620,205

Training 34% 478,620

External Affairs 14% 198,855

Fundraising 7% 95,688

Finance & Operations 1% 16,587

Total EXPENSE 1,409,955

a

b

c

D

e

a-c: Program expenses 92%

d-E: fundraising & operations 8%

aB

C

D
E

a

b

c

D

e

a

B

C

D
E

Full audited financial information available at http://www.GLLI.org/annual07



24 25$50,000+
Gill Action Fund
Replacements, Ltd.

$25,000 - 49,999
Pacific Gas & Electric Company
Prudential Financial

$10,000 - 24,999
Astrazeneca Pharmaceuticals, LP
Lehman Brothers, Inc.
Olivia
SmartBrief, Inc.

$5,000 - 9,999
AFSCME/AFL-CIO
Democratic National Committee
National Education Association
Rural Metro Corporation
Steptoe & Johnson LLP

$2,500 - 4,999
American Civil Liberties Union
American Federation of Teachers
American Legacy Foundation
Escamilla & Poneck, Inc
Human Rights Campaign
PROMO
True Blue
Unilever United States, Inc.

$1,200 - 2,499
Allied Waste
GMT Strategies, Inc.
LaRae Inc
MSHC Partners, Inc.
The National Association of Federal Credit Unions
OutWest Adventures
Perry Capital, LLC

Corporate Support



24 25 $100,000+
Anonymous
Arcus Foundation
Donald A. Burns Foundation, Inc.
The Scott Opler Foundation, Inc.

$50,000 - 99,999
Gill Foundation
Evelyn & Walter Haas, Jr. Fund
Kevin. J. Mossier Foundation

$25,000 - 49,999
B.W. Bastian Foundation
The Howard Gilman Foundation
Harmsworth Charitable Foundation
The Ted Snowdon Foundation
H. van Ameringen Foundation

$10,000 - 24,999
Blachford-Cooper Foundation, Inc.
The David Bohnett Foundation
Freeman Foundation
The Heyday Foundation
Charles M. Holmes Foundation
The Elliott H. Matthews Foundation
Reid Williams Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation

$1,000 - 9,999
Dr. L. Diane Bernard from the Heller-Bernard Fund 
       at the Funding Exchange
The David Geffen Foundation
The Niki And Joe Gregory Charitable Foundation
The Hollyfield Foundation
The Philadelphia Foundation
The IanThom Foundation

FOUNDATION Support



26 27Platinum Council ($50,000+ annually)
Ronald M. Ansin and Jim Stork
Bruce W. Bastian
David Bohnett and Tom Gregory
Anthony J. Collerton and Galen Sherer
Tim Gill and Scott C. Miller
David Maltz
Robert L. Page and Dale Frederiksen
The Honorable Jared Polis
The Honorable Jon L. Stryker
Henry van Ameringen

Gold Council ($25,000 - 49,999 annually)
Mark H. Burstein and David Calle
Tony L. Conway and Steve Welsh
Ronald M. Ginsburg
Esmond V. Harmsworth and James Richardson
Linda Ketner, Ketner Social Justice Fund of the 
     Coastal Community Foundation
William C. Lewis and Richard K. Underwood
Daniel H. Renberg
Adam R. Rose and Peter R. McQuillan
Edward W. Snowdon, Jr. and Duffy Violante
Jim Stepp and Peter Zimmer
Andrew Tobias and Charles Nolan

Silver Council ($10,000 - 24,999 annually)
Susan E. Atkins and Crystal Weathers
Norman Blachford and Peter Cooper
Joseph Lee Falk
The Honorable Edward F. Feighan
The Honorable James C. Hormel
Michael John Horne
Paul W. Horning, II
H. Scott Huizenga
James M. Johnson and Paul Hokemeyer
Brian A. Johnson
David Patrick Nixon and Trevor Capone
Joe T. Porter and Carter Elliot
Bruce Presley and Christopher Hedlund
Richard Ross
Thomas Schumacher and Matthew White
Randy L. Soderstrom and Stephen E. Quinlan
James Swan
Scott D. Widmeyer and Alan Yount
Chuck Wolfe and Dan Hagerty

Victory Council ($5,000 - 9,999 annually)
John Alchin
Alvin H. Baum, Jr.
Thomas A. Blount
Paul Alan Boskind
Kenneth F. Britt

individual contributors



26 27 Alan R. Brodie
Vice Chancellor Todd A. Burnett
Sue Burnside and Valerie Ploumpis
William W. Burrington
William E. Colburn
Suzanne M. Dukes and Sandy Wichelecki
Scott E. Eckas
William B. Edwards
Pablo Escamilla
Aaron M. Flynn and Chris Boutlier
Robert H. Gleason and Marc Matys
Mel Heifetz and Jim Ross
Alan Hergott and Curtis F. Shepard
Fred P. Hochberg and Thomas Healy
Matt Holley
Doug Johnson
Charles L. McCain
Kayla Mohammadi and John Walker 
Weston F. Milliken, Ph.D.
Joyce G. Newstat and Susan E. Lowenberg
Skip Paul and Van Fletcher
John Pope
Joe F. Randolph
David Ring and  D. Stuart Harrison
Paul C. Rubenstein
Beth Ann Rudofker and Michelle Feuer
Jared R. Silverman and Lange Taylor
Jeffrey B. Soref
Laura E. Spanjian
Brian Stevens
Harold Tenenbaum
Kevin Tilden and Philip Diamond, M.D.
Leslie S. Wilkes

Victory Circle ($2,500 - 4,999 annually)
Anonymous
Ed Harrison Able, Jr.
Steve Atkinson and Ted Kincaid
John L. Bantivoglio, III
Michael J. Bento and Christopher Watts
Tee Chan
Thomas H. Christofferson and Clarke Latimer
Martin W. Culbreth
Colgate W. Darden
Paul G. De Vido
Steve A. Elmendorf
Dwight A. Foley
Lawrence D. Frank
Laura J. Galinson and Jane Ellen Fantel
Stephen P. Habgood and Mark J. Sadlek
Craig Harwood
Kathy A. Hewitt and Anne Fay
Christopher C. Hill
Bryan S. Howard and Brad Daughtry
Richard A. Kasten

Ronald Kennedy
J. Christopher Kennedy, Esq.*
Phil Kleweno
Stuart S. Kurlander and David L. Martin
The Honorable Nicole LeFavour and  Carol Growhosk
Robert D. Lemon
Judge Alice F. Lightle and  Debbie Willhite
Frank Matheson
Justin A. Meyer and Timothy J. Meinke
Edward Moss, M.D.
Jay W. Oppenheimer and  Dolph F. Haas
David W. Phelps
Dean Pitchford and Michael Mealiffe
Douglas Poneck
Renee Y. Rosenfeld
Bud Russell and David A. Sausville
Mark Seifert and Jeff Dygert
William Sheehy
Frank J. Siano and Michael A. Tucker
William J. Silva, III
Gregory G. Simoncini and Ed Dudley
Bruce W. Smith, D.D.S. and Tony Carroll, L.C.S.W
Peter J. Tepley and Michael Bowen
Allen K. Thornell and Chad Prosser
B. Rodney White and Michael P. Williams

Victory Cabinet ($1,200 - 2,499 annually)
Anonymous
Cindy Abel
The Honorable Samuel F. Adams
David Adler and Anthony La Russo
Elenore J. Alickman
Charles E. Armstrong
David W. Arpin and Alejandro Martinez
Timothy J. Atkin
The Honorable Toni G. Atkins and Jennifer LeSar
Michael Aycock Baker and Barry Baker
Mark T. Baker
Barry R. Barkley
Val John Barlow, M.D.
Fred Baron and Lisa A. Blue
Robin Brand 
Michael Bauer and Roger Simon
The Honorable Howard J. Bayless, III
William Beck and David F. Huskey
William Bell and Michael Meyer
Frank L. Benedetti and Thomas Gary Trowbridge
Stephen L. Bennett and Craig Ferrier
Bruce Berger
Dana Beyer, M.D.
D. Brett Bianco
Keith Blaydes
Reed E. Bogle
Noel Bönam
The Honorable John F. Brady and Joshua B. Davis



28 29John Auston Bridges
Joe Brown and Todd Roman
Margaret Burd
Jennifer A. Cast and Liffy Franklin
Laura Catalano
Julian Chang and Michael Colby
Dennis Chicola and Ron Newman
Mendy Childress and Kendall Paige
Joanna Cole and Sarah Flynn
Michael Colona
Elizabeth B. Conant and Camille Cox
Roberta A. Conroy
Shirley W. Cooper
David W. Coulter
Carolanne Curry
Glen C. Dake
Dr. Jewel E. Day
Rod L. Danielson and Kelly DeHay
David A. Decicco and Kyle Jacobi
Curt L. Decker
David A. DeMuro and Chris Longobucco
Phyllis Dicker and Margaret A. Traub
Michael A. Dively
David A. Eckland and T. Dennis Bickham
Mike C. Eckman
Eric Fanning and Dustin Vick
Randy Fiser
Charles Fitzgerald
The Honorable Gary Fitzsimmons
William P. Flanagan
Blake T. Franklin and Tom Getgood
David Frederick
Clara L. Fryer
Michael S. Fuller and Jerry Lewis
John Gallagher
Joseph T. Gasper, II, Esq.
Ian C. Gibson-Smith
Robert R. Gladstone and Adam Shapiro
Mark Glaze
David Gleba
Tom L. Goodwin
Richard A. Gorr
Gloria Grandolini and Laura Tlaiye
Thomas Greany
Lavan Green, Esq.
Troy Greenstreet and Brent Willmott
Michael Grover
The Honorable Elena K. Guajardo
Mark D. Gude and Jonathan Ramos
Robert Hall III
Kenneth C. Hamma
Lana and Steven R. Harber
Joseph David Hardt
Kevin J. Haselhorst
Laurette Healey
Eric Hirshfield

Patrick F. Hogan
James R. Holdorf
Jack W. Hornor
Frank J. Howell
Richard D. Huff
Charles A. Hunnicutt, Esq. and Wayne Amos
Anthony Hunt
G. David and Barb Hurd
Delores A. Jacobs, Ph.D. and Heather Berberet
Douglas Jensen and Brent Whitman
Robert J. Kabel
W. Robert Kang
Eugene Kapaloski
Michael F. Keeley
The Honorable Christine Kehoe and Julie Warren
Arthur J. Kelleher, M.D.
John W. Kellett
Gregg Kilhoffer
Shane Kinkennon
John R. Klai II and Jonathan S. Sparer
John J. Klenert
Geoffrey R. Kors and James Williamson
Thomas Kraemer
Serge D. Krawiecki Gazes and Ian J. Gazes
Greg D. Kubiak and Joe Canter
Michael L. Lausell
Laurent E. Le Gourrierec
The Honorable Susan Leal and Susan Hirsch
Andrew W. Lee
Chrys D. Lemon
Jeff R. Lewy and Ed Eishen
Diane K. Lincoln
Joe Lombardo
Michael Longacre
Thomas K. Lopach
Gail R. and Jim Lopes
Claire N. Lucas
Kent W. Lynn and Gregory S. Thomas
Jane A. and Tami Marquardt
Andrew B. Martin
Grant Martin
The Honorable Steve T. May
David J. Mcchesney and Tom Roberts
The Honorable Scott D. McCoy and Mark Barr
James McGlade
Joseph E. McMahon
Brian R. McNaught and Raymond L. Struble
Josh Meitin
Howard N. Menaker and The Honorable Patrick Gossett
Meldon H. Merrill
Jason Mida and Drew Hammill
Chuck Miller
David J. Miller
Michael Molineux
Robert Moore
Sheila R. Morris and Teresa L. Williams



28 29 David Muck and Cole Martelli
Lisa A. Nabors
David H. Nathanson
Robert E. Nelson and Murray Olson
Stephanie S. Olson and Kimball Lane
Stosh Ostrow, M.D. and Allen Walterman
Randall B. Palmer
The Honorable Annise D. Parker and Kathy Hubbard
Jim A. Patterson and Tim Donahue
Donald C. Pelz
Joseph M. Perta and Max Pulgar-Vidal
Woody N. Peterson
Jay P. Phillips
Faith Pincus
Milo Pinkerton and Virgil Taus
Jenifer Rene Pool
Christopher B. Ray and Brian Maynor
Leonard Resto
Charles Richardson
Tim Ronan and Ron Adams
Renee Y. Rosenfeld
Worth W. Ross and The Honorable James Roth
Alan J. Roth and Michael Rodgers
John Russell
Naomi Rustomjee
Michael J. Rutkowski and Tim Harper
David Ryder and Norman R. Rychlik
Runa Saeki and Sharon Brooks
The Honorable Robert M. Saltzman and Ed Pierce
James R. Schmidt and Joe Woolley
Victor Shargai
Samuel G. Shelton and Jeff Fabian
Fred Sherman
Rebecca K. Sherrill and Lee Ann Jones
Drury Sherrod
Nekki A. Shutt and Sheila Clause
Scott Austin Smith
Bill Smith and Mark Stevens
Paul Smith and Michael Dennis
Jamie Snyder
Amy Snyder and Patricia B. Thomas
Jane and Daniel Solomon
Steven Sommers
Jake Spencer
Frank Staggs and Sergio Gutierrez
John L. Sullivan
Lianne C. and Julie Sullivan-Crowley
David Taylor and Michael Ward
John E. Tedstrom, III
Steve Van Hook
Robert Venuti and Robert Sandefur
John B. Vezina
Brandon Waggoner
Anne Wallestad and Nicole Elliott
Nancy E. Warner, M.D. and Christine Reynolds
Beverly Ferne Wasson

David M. and Ruth H. Waterbury
The Honorable Kathy Webb
Herschel A. Weisfeld
Seth J. Weissman
Thomas P. Wilczak and Steven Quinkerrt
Charles R. Williams
Pamela Lawton Wilson and Jeanne Fricot
Catheren M. Woolard and Karen L. Geney
Adam Sean Younoszai M.D. and Trent Heminger
Jeanne Kane Zaykowski and Paul Robert Zaykowski
Richard S. Zbur
William J. Zwart and David Berchenbriter

*posthumously

* We also thank the foundations, corporations and 
individuals who supported the Victory Fund and Gay 
& Lesbian Leadership Institute by promoting trainings, 
participating in leadership outreach and making in-kind 
donations or contributions of less than $1,200.



30 31VICTORY FUND BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Cindy Abel, Atlanta, GA
Susan Atkins, San Diego, CA; Vice Chair
Mark Burstein, Princeton, NJ; Secretary
Anthony Collerton, New York, NY      
Edward Feighan, Columbus, OH
Robert Gleason, San Diego, CA
Paul Horning, Atlanta, GA; Chair
Frank Matheson, Salt Lake City, UT
Christopher Ray, Columbia, SC; Treasurer
James Swan, Beverly Hills, CA    
Kevin Tilden, San Diego, CA
Lisa Turner, Virginia Beach, VA
Chuck Wolfe, Washington, DC; President & CEO

GLLI BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Hon. Toni Atkins, San Diego, CA
Hon. Scott Dibble, Minneapolis, MN
Brandon Hernandez, San Francisco, CA
Joyce Newstat, San Francisco, CA; Secretary
David Nixon, Palm Springs, CA; Chair
Hon. Robert M. Saltzman, Los Angeles, CA
Randy Soderstrom, Tucson, AZ
Chuck Wolfe, Washington, DC; President & CEO
Cathy Woolard, Atlanta, GA; Treasurer

Boards & Staff
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VICTORY STAFF

Joshua Beety		  Program Manager 
Brian Cox		  Victory Cabinet Officer
Denis Dison		  Vice President External Affairs
Ebony Dumas		  Development Assistant
Tressa Feher		  Director, Leadership Network
Stephanie Lurz		  Development Manager
Tim Meinke		  Victory Cabinet Officer
Jason Mida		  Director of Strategic Partner-
			   ships & Leadership Giving
Dan Miller		  Communications Associate
Mark Perriello		  Director of Strategy
Lauren Peters		  Political Assistant
Fredric Sherman, CPA	 CFO/COO

VICTORY CAMPAIGN BOARD

Cindy Abel, Atlanta, GA; Co-chair
David Arpin, Houston, TX
Mark Baker, Miami, FL
Michael Bauer, Chicago, IL
Sue Burnside, Los Angeles, CA
Roberto Caballero, Houston, TX
Bill Colburn, Houston, TX
Beth Cope, Atlanta, GA
Eric Fanning, Washington, DC
Benjamin A. Finzel, Washington, DC
Aaron Flynn, Washington, DC
Malcolm Gage, Dallas, TX
Mark Glaze, Washington, DC
Michael Grover, Atlanta, GA
Mark D. Gude, Washington, DC
Paul Horning, Atlanta, GA
Ed Hudner, Brookline, MA
Derek Jentzsch, San Francisco, CA
John J. Klenert, Washington, DC
Debbie Luppold, Beaverton, OR
Grant Martin, San Francisco, CA

Melissa Mullinax, Roswell, GA
Elizabeth Nolan, St. Louis, MO
Valerie Ploumpis, Topanga, CA
Joe Porter, Atlanta, GA
David Roady, New York, NY
Renee Rosenfeld, Washington, DC
Jeff Rymer, Nashville, TN
Jim Schmidt, Nashville, TN
Adam Shapiro, Washington, DC
Frank Siano, St. Louis, MO
Jared Silverman, New York, NY
Amy Snyder, La Jolla, CA
Laura Spanjian, San Francisco, CA
Lianne Sullivan-Crowley, Princeton, NJ
David Taylor, Nashville, TN
Peter Tepley, Birmingham, AL
Allen Thornell, Atlanta, GA
Kevin Tilden, San Diego, CA; Co-chair
Donald L. Uttrich, Washington, DC
John B. Vezina, San Francisco, CA
Seth Weissman, New York, NY

Anne Wallestad		  Vice President Development
Shawn Werner		  Political Manager
Chuck Wolfe		  President and CEO
Paul Zolandz		  Communications Manager

VICTORY INTERNS

Patrick Flynn - Georgetown University, Wash., DC
Gregory Frank - George Washington University, Wash., DC
Savannah Larsen - Univ. of Maine, Farmington, ME
David Valk - UCLA, Los Angeles, CA
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