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 we are
 no longer
 “other.”

 we are
 leaders.
 we are
 colleagues.



The annual report you’re holding summarizes the work of the Gay & Lesbian Victory 
Fund and Leadership Institute in 2009, the most successful non-federal election year 
in our history. While this report can’t quite relay the joy felt by everyone when Annise 
Parker’s victory made Houston the largest U.S. city ever to elect an openly LGBT 
mayor, we hope it reflects the historic impact of that tremendous victory.
 
At the end of the 2009 political season, the Victory Fund saw 54 of 79 endorsed 
candidates win their elections, an extraordinary success rate for any political 
organization. We helped elect the first openly LGBT city council members in Akron, 
Ohio, St. Petersburg, Florida, and Detroit, where Charles Pugh was the top vote-getter 
in his first run for office and thus became president of the city council.
 
In Georgia, Simone Bell’s victory made her the first openly lesbian African-American 
elected to a state legislature in the U.S., and Alex Wan became the first gay man and 
first Asian-American elected to public office in Atlanta.
 
These breakthroughs are important. They give us hope that we can win when 
we work harder and smarter than our opponents, and they give young people 
the confidence to pursue their dreams while living authentic lives, unafraid to be 
themselves.  Once in office, these public leaders literally become the face and 
voice of the LGBT community.  We are no longer “other.” We are leaders. We are 
colleagues. We are visible.
 
Winning is sweet, but our mission isn’t complete after the last vote is counted. 
Whether it’s introducing and fighting for federal legislation in Congress, or speaking 
out for anti-bullying policies on local school boards, out elected officials are working 
on the front lines in the fight for equality.
 
Our ranks also expanded significantly in 2009 as we led the community’s Presidential 
Appointments Project, a coalition of a dozen national organizations that saw more 
than 100 appointees placed by the end of President Obama’s first year in office—a 
record-setting pace that will ensure LGBT voices are heard at the highest reaches of 
the federal government.
 
We are proud of our success in 2009 and, especially in tough economic times, 
grateful for the generous support of a family of donors, board members and friends 
who make this vital work possible. The year ahead will be full of new challenges, and 
with your help we will meet them with renewed hope, energy and confidence in the 
value of our contribution toward equality.
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 our mission
to change the face and 
voice of america’s politics 
and achieve equality 
for lgbt americans by 
increasing the number of 
openly lgbt officials at all 
levels of government.
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AL Howard Bayless Birmingham City Council

AZ Karin Uhlich Tucson City Council

AZ Tom Simplot Phoenix City Council

CA John Duran West Hollywood City Council

CA Jeffrey Prang West Hollywood City Council

CA Robert Garcia Long Beach City Council

CA Jose Cisneros San Francisco Treasurer

CA Ginny Foat Palm Springs City Council

CA Dave Carden Palm Springs City Council

CA Henry Lo Rosemead City Council

FL Anthony Niedwiecki Oakland Park City Commission

FL Steve Kornell St. Petersburg City Council

FL Michael Gongora Miami Beach City Commission

FL Sherry Roberts Miami Beach City Commission

FL Coleman Prewitt Fort Lauderdale City Commission

GA Brian Bates Doraville City Council

GA Alex Wan Atlanta City Council

GA Adam Brackman Atlanta City Council

GA Kyle Williams Decatur City Commission

GA Eric Morrow East Point City Council

IL Scott Hall Alderman, Jacksonville

MA E. Denise Simmons Cambridge City Council

MA Ken Reeves Cambridge City Council

MA Steven Camara Mayor, Fall River

MA Amaad Rivera Springfield City Council

MA Timothy Purington Holyoke City Council

MD Patrick Wojahn College Park City Council

MI Charles Pugh Detroit City Council

MI Terry Kuseske Kalamazoo City Council

MI Scott Klein Hamtramck City Council

MN Jim Llanas Maplewood City Council

MN Carol Becker Board of Estimate and Taxation

MN Gary Schiff Minneapolis City Council

MO Shane Cohn Alderman, St. Louis

NJ Len Resto Chatham Borough Council

NJ Jack Zatz Marlboro Township Council

NY Christine Quinn New York City Council

NY James Van Bramer New York City Council

NY Danny Dromm New York City Council

NY Rosie Mendez New York City Council

NY Bob Zuckerman New York City Council

NY Lynn Schulman New York City Council

NY Ken Zalewski Troy City Council

NY Kathy Herrera Tompkins County Board

NY Barbara Smith Albany City Council

NY Matt Haag Rochester City Council

NY Jo Meleca-Voigt Monroe County Legislature

OH Nickie Antonio Lakewood City Council

county/municipal

OH Sandra Kurt Akron City Council

OH Mark Tumeo Cleveland Heights City Council

OH Jay Smith Medina City Council

PA Daniel Miller Harrisburg City Controller

PA Sharyn Keiser New Hope Borough Council

PA Lori Schreiber Abington Township Commission

PA Karl Marking Coatesville City Council

TN David Glasgow Nashville Metro Council

TX Annise Parker Mayor, Houston

TX Sue Lovell Houston City Council

TX Lane Lewis Houston City Council

TX Maverick Welsh Houston City Council

TX Noel Freeman Houston City Council

TX Joel Burns Fort Worth City Council

VA Paul Smedberg Alexandria City Council

WA Rob Holland Seattle Port Commission

WA David Kaplan Des Moines City Council

WA Fred Chang Port Orchard City Council

WA Jeff Kingsbury Olympia City Council

county/municipal (cont.)

AL Elisa Burns-Macon Birmingham Board of Education

CA Stephanie O’Brien Lagunitas School Board

DE Meyer Persow Cape Henlopen School Board

NE Barbara Baier Lincoln School Board

OH Joe Lacey Dayton Board of Education

school board

PA Dan Anders Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas

PA Dawn Segal Philadelphia Municipal Court
PA Hugh McGough Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas

judicial

GA Simone Bell Georgia State House, District 58

NJ Reed Gusciora New Jersey General Assembly, District 15

VA Adam Ebbin Virginia House of Delegates, District 49

state legislative

CA Anthony Woods US House of Representatives, CA-10

congressional

 = Winner

election scorecard
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On December 12, 2009 the citizens of Houston elected an open lesbian

to lead their city—a milestone moment for LGBT Americans  

and an unmistakable repudiation of anti-gay extremists  

who fought to keep her from winning.

The news shocked a lot of people outside Houston  

who didn’t know Annise Parker or understand her  

longtime commitment to public service in her hometown.  

“How did this happen...in Texas?” they wondered.   

But those of us who worked to help elect Annise  

knew this was possible.  

There’s a quiet confidence about her  

that says, “I’m ready.”  

And she was.

 mayor 
 annise parker
   houston, texas
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When those attacks came Annise stood 
strong, supporters like you stepped up, and 
together we defeated naked bigotry.  The 
Victory Fund was able to raise hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to make sure Annise’s 
campaign team could respond to attacks 
and get her message to voters.

On Election Night Annise said it best:  “I 
am so grateful to the Victory Fund and its 
supporters for believing in this campaign 
from the beginning.  This race was about 
the future of Houston, and whether we 
will face that future proud to be an open, 
welcoming, and fair-minded city.  Tonight 
Houstonians said yes to a future like that, 
and I am glad the Victory Fund helped 
make that happen.”

David Mixner, one of the LGBT movement’s 
most respected voices, had this to say in 
reaction to Annise’s victory:  “Deserving 
much applause...is the Gay and Lesbian 
Victory Fund. Under the talented direction 
of Chuck Wolfe, the organization has 
quietly provided this community with one 
triumph after the other. Tired of wasting 
money on candidates who forget their 
promises to us as soon as they are 
elected? Well, open up those check books 
and send checks to the Gay and Lesbian 
Victory Fund and elect our own.”

Annise had prepared for more than a 
dozen years and through six citywide 
elections, winning each time with the help 
of the Victory Fund.  She’d graduated from 
Victory’s candidate training and executive 
development programs, learning how to 
build winning campaigns.

But in the end Annise put her trust in the 
voters, hoping the honesty and openness 
that had marked her previous campaigns 
would inoculate her against extremist 
attacks.  Her opponents wanted to make 
the election another battle in the tired 
culture wars that preoccupy the fringes of 
American politics, but she refused to take 
the bait.

PREPARING TO WIN VICTORY FUND SUPPORT

Marquee wins like Annise Parker’s are 
exciting, but dozens of similar victories on 
school boards and city councils, in state 
legislatures and even statewide offices 
have the same power to change hearts 
and minds.

We go forward in 2010 ready to meet the 
challenge of our mission, to train and 
help elect more men and women who, 
like Annise, will be prepared to stand up 
to bigotry and win.  Victory’s staff and 
board members are dedicated to keeping 
LGBT Americans an integral part of civic 
life and the electoral process, so that our 
community’s voice is heard loud and clear.  

THE MISSION CONTINUES

PHOTO: Annise (second row, fourth from the left) 
attends the Leadership Institute’s Candidate and 
Campaign Training in 1994

PHOTO: Annise, Chuck Wolfe and consultant Grant 
Martin confer on election night in Houston.
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 building
 leaders

Berlin Mayor Klaus Wowereit addresses a record 
crowd of attendees at the 25th International Gay & 

Lesbian Leadership Conference.
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The Gay & Lesbian Leadership Institute’s programs help current and aspiring leaders run winning

campaigns and become effective public officials.  In 2009, GLLI aided thousands of people dedicated to 

public service.

Held in San Francisco for the first time, the 
silver anniversary of this growing event 
saw more than 500 openly LGBT leaders 
in politics, government and community 
organizations come together to build 
their skills and connect with colleagues.  
Attendees heard from Berlin, Germany 
Mayor Klaus Wowereit, Director John 
Berry of the U.S. Office of Personnel 
Management, and U.S. Reps. Tammy 
Baldwin and Jared Polis, among dozens of 
other speakers and panelists.

With more than 100 openly LGBT 
individuals already appointed by President 
Obama, his administration is on track 
to become the most diverse in history.  
Thousands of LGBT Americans  have 
applied for appointments through the 
Presidential Appointments Project, a 
community-wide coalition led by GLLI and 
recognized by White House officials for its 
professionalism and effectiveness.  Key 
appointments include the director of the 
U.S. Office of Personnel Management, 
the chair of the White House Council on 
Environmental Quality and the Chair of the 
U.S. Export-Import Bank.

GLLI, in collaboration with the David 
Bohnett Foundation, helped 16 outstanding 
LGBT leaders attended the Harvard 
Kennedy School’s Senior Executives in 
State and Local Government program in 
2009.  This innovative partnership and 
highly acclaimed program together are 
changing the lives and careers of of some 
of the community’s best and brightest 
leaders.

Hundreds of future candidates attended 
GLLI’s centerpiece training program in 
2009, with many going on to run for and 
win elective office.  Program participants 
learned the art and science of building 
winning campaigns from the ground up, 
and many credit GLLI’s training for helping 
them beat the odds and win.  Training 
sessions took place in Ft. Lauderdale, 
Chicago, Denver and San Francisco.

Leaders need quick access to key
information, so GLLI set out to make it
easier for LGBT leaders to keep on top of
the latest news and opinion about issues
important to our community.  Five years
later, SmartBrief is a must-read news
resource for more than 20,000 readers
around the world, and with its active jobs
board, a first stop for those looking for
careers in the LGBT movement.

PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS  
PROJECT

DAVID BOHNETT GAY & LESBIAN  
LEADERSHIP FELLOWS

CANDIDATE & CAMPAIGN  
TRAINING

GAY & LESBIAN LEADERSHIP  
SMARTBRIEF

25TH INTERNATIONAL GAY & LESBIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
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 making an
 impact
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Congressman Barney Frank, along with his colleagues Tammy 
Baldwin and Jared Polis, led a successful effort to finally pass 
legislation adding sexual orientation and gender identity to the 
nation’s federal hate crimes laws, and President Barack Obama 
signed the measure into law.

Congresswoman Tammy Baldwin introduced the Domestic 
Partnerships Benefits and Obligations Act of 2009, a bill that 
equalizes benefits for federal employees with same-sex partners.

Assemblymember Daniel O’Donnell led a successful effort to 
pass a marriage equality bill in the New York State Assembly.  
The effort was dealt a blow in the State Senate despite the best 
efforts of Sen. Tom Duane, but advocates in New York have 
vowed to fight on.

Maine State Sen. Larry Bliss, along with his openly gay 
colleagues in the Maine House, Rep. Terry Morrison and Rep. Jim 
Martin, worked for passage of a marriage equality bill.  The state’s 
governor signed the bill, but the law was overturned later in the 
year via a statewide ballot question.

Vermont’s openly gay and lesbian state legislators helped 
persuade their colleagues to vote in favor of a marriage equality 
bill and even override a governor’s veto of the measure.

New Hampshire’s openly gay state legislators, Rep. Ed Butler, 
Rep. David Pierce, and Rep. Jim Splaine, led efforts to craft a 
marriage equality bill that was passed and signed into law by the 
state’s governor.

Illinois State Rep. Greg Harris introduced a bill to establish civil 
unions in the state.

Washington State’s openly gay lawmakers made the case for 
sweeping new laws designed to given same-sex domestic 
partners the same rights and responsibilities as married couples.  
Opponents tried to repeal the measures via a statewide ballot 
question, but lost.

In Nevada, State Sen. David Parks introduced and helped 
pass a bill establishing a domestic partner registry in the state. 
Even after a governor’s veto threatened to stop the bill, Parks 
persuaded enough of his colleagues to vote to override and enact 
the new law.

Birmingham, Alabama school board member Howard Bayless got 
an anti-bullying policy adopted that specifically addresses sexual 
orientation and gender identity.

North Carolina State Sen. Julia Boseman persuaded her 
colleagues to pass a statewide anti-bullying law designed to 
outlaw abuse directed at the state’s LGBT students.

In Colorado, a bill that would give gay and lesbian state 
employees insurance benefits for their partners was introduced 
by State Sen. Jennifer Veiga.

D.C. City Councilmember David Catania introduced and helped 
pass a measure establishing marriage equality for residents of the 
nation’s capital.

Assemblymember Mark Leno authored and helped pass a bill to 
recognize “Harvey Milk Day,” an official day of recognition to be 
celebrated on Milk’s birthday each year.  The measure was signed 
into law by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger.

Throughout 2009, openly LGBT elected and appointed officials  

made lasting contributions toward a more equal and fair America.

This is just a sampling of the efforts of openly LGBT officials, 

whose voices and passion helped advance the cause of equality:

tangible results
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 financial
 reporting,
 supporters,
 staff &  
 boards

The Gay & Lesbian Victory Fund and Leadership Institute is committed to using our resources 

– and your contributions – effectively. In fact, nearly 92% of all funds directly support our 

programs. That’s only 8% spent toward fundraising and operations. For more information on 

our financial reporting visit victoryfund.org/2009audit.
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gay & lesbian victory fund

gay & lesbian leadership institute

financial reporting

Income

A Victory Cabinet (Major Donor) 1,108,507 48%

B Donor Candidate Contribution 836,771 36%

C Events 213,029 9%

D Direct Marketing 106,905 5%

E Miscellaneous 36,069 2%

Total Income 2,301,281 100%

Income

A Grants & Corporate 774,228 51%

B Victory Cabinet (Major Donor) 388,141 26%

C Tuition and Registrations 136,186 9%

D Miscellaneous 47,090 3%

E Satisfaction of Temporarily Restricted Funds 176,089 11%

Total Income 1,521,734 100%

Expenses

A Campaign Services 1,074,944 47%

B Donor Candidate Contributions 836,771 37%

C Candidate Marketing 188,308 8%

D Fundraising, Office & Administration 180,274 8%

Total Expenses 2,280,297 100%

Expenses

A Leadership Development 709,360 47%

B Training Expense 468,658 31%

C Research & Communication 200,689 14%

D Fundraising, Office & Administration 121,106 8%

Total Expenses 1,499,813 100%

A

A

A

A

B

B

B

B

C

C

C

C

D

D

D

D

E

E

          92% program expenditures (a-c) 8%   fundraising & operations (d)           .

          92% program expenditures (a-c) 8%   fundraising & operations (d)           .
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our supporters

PLATINUM COUNCIL 
$50,000 + ANNUALLY
Ronald M. Ansin and Jim Stork
David Bohnett and Tom Gregory
Fred J. Eychaner
Tim Gill and Scott C. Miller
Robert L. Page and Dale Frederiksen
Jon L. Stryker
Henry van Ameringen

GOLD COUNCIL
$25,000 – $49,999 ANNUALLY
Bruce W. Bastian
Mark Burstein and David Calle
William B. Edwards and Ronald Bailey
Steve Elmendorf
Joseph L. Falk
The Honorable James C. Hormel
Robert D. Lemon
Adam R. Rose and Peter R. McQuillan
Edward W. Snowdon, Jr. and Duffy Violante
Jim Stepp and Peter Zimmer

SILVER COUNCIL
$10,000 – $24,999 ANNUALLY
J.D. Angle and The Honorable Joel C. Burns
David W. Arpin and Alejandro Martinez
Paul Alan Boskind
Roberta A. Conroy
The Honorable Edward F. Feighan
Esmond V. Harmsworth and James Richardson
Mel Heifetz and Jim Ross
Michael John Horne
James M. Johnson and Paul Hokemeyer
Garry Clayton Kief
Chrys D. Lemon
William C. Lewis and Richard K. Underwood
Joyce G. Newstat and Susan E. Lowenberg
Daniel H. Renberg
Rich Ross
Alan J. Roth and Michael Rodgers
Randy L. Soderstrom and Stephen E. Quinlan
Kevin Tilden and Philip Diamond, M.D.
Joy A. Tomchin
B. Rodney White and Michael P. Williams
Peter Zuckerman

VICTORY COUNCIL
$5,000 – $9,999 ANNUALLY
Naomi Aberly
Ralph Alpert
Susan E. Atkins and Crystal Weathers
April Ayers
Alvin H. Baum, Jr.
Michael S. Berman
Norman Blachford and Peter Cooper
Kenneth F. Britt
Sue Burnside and Valerie Ploumpis
Charles V. Chesson and Ramon Perez-Goizueta
Reuben Chong
Rob Cogorno and Jeffrey Nelson
Anthony J. Collerton and Galen Sherer
Glen C. Dake
Suzanne M. Dukes and Sandy Wichelecki
David Farris
Amy and Lee Fikes
Benjamin A. Finzel and Mark Pimble
Robert H. Gleason and Marc Matys
Michael Grover
Paul W. Horning, II
Honorable Kim Coco Iwamoto
John W. Kellett
Phil Kleweno
Nick Koston
Michael L. Lausell
Weston F. Milliken, Ph.D.
Kevin and Don Norte
Laura Ricketts and Heidi Grafthouse 
David Ring and D. Stuart Harrison
Honorable Dave Roberts
Greg Lucas Rodriguez
James Roth
James Schmidt & Joseph Woolley
Andrew Segal
Wesley Shackelford
Curtis Shepard and Alan Hergott
Andrew I. Shore
Frank J. Siano and Michael A. Tucker
William Silva
Gregory G. Simoncini and Ed Dudley
Jeffrey B. Soref
Peter J. Tepley and Michael Bowen
Scott D. Widmeyer and Alan Yount
Leslie S. Wilkes
David Wochner and Tony Silva

VICTORY CIRCLE
$2,500 – $4,999 ANNUALLY
Ed Harrison Able, Jr.
Terry M. Adlhock
David Ambroz
The Honorable Toni G. Atkins and Jennifer LeSar
Mark T. Baker
Robin M. Brand
Alan R. Brodie
Nancy and Clint Carlson
Thomas H. Christofferson and Clarke Latimer
William E. Colburn
Honorable Garnet Coleman 
Jeff Cook
David A. Decicco and Kyle Jacobi
Clay L. Doherty
Gary Richard Feulner
Dwight A. Foley
Kirk Fordham and Michael Cevarr
Michael S. Fuller and Jerry Lewis
John Gallagher
John Michael Gonzalez and Richard J. Bauer
Leo J. Hindery, Jr.
Craig Hoffman and Albert Lauber
Harvey Hurdle and Kevin Yoder
Brian A. Johnson
Arthur M. Kaplan and R. Duane Perry
Richard A. Kasten
Ronald Kennedy
Stuart S. Kurlander and David L. Martin
Claire N. Lucas
Michael Meller
Howard N. Menaker and The Honorable Patrick 
Gossett
Henry D. Messer, M.D. and Carl A. House
Chris L. Moore
Donald J. Mullen, TSTEE
Wendy and John Neu
David Patrick Nixon and Trevor Capone
Janine O’Neil and Peter Ragone 
Woody N. Peterson
Catherine Pino and Ingrid Duran
Dean Pitchford and Michael Mealiffe
The Honorable Jared Polis
Joe T. Porter and Carter Elliot
Donald W. Powell
J.B. and M.K. Pritzker
Allen K. Thornell and Chad Prosser
Robert Raben
John R. Raitt
David Roady
Christine M. Robert and Clarissa Filgioun
Carl S. Rosendorf
Paul C. Rubenstein
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The Honorable Robert M. Saltzman and Ed Pierce
Adam Shapiro and Robert R. Gladstone
Victor Shargai
The Honorable Debra Shore
Mark Seifert and Jeff Dygert
Paul Sekhri and Mark Gude
Jared R. Silverman and Lange Taylor
Bruce W. Smith, D.D.S. and Tony Carroll, L.C.S.W
Paul Smith and Michael Dennis
Charles A. Spain and John Adcock
Laura Spanjian
Mark Spengler and Jack Gocke
David Taylor and Michael Ward
Harold Tenenbaum
Lou Tharp
Charles D. Urstadt
Donald L. Uttrich and James Douglas Foster
Geoffrey C. Westergaard

VICTORY CABINET
$1,200 – $2,499 ANNUALLY
John Alchin
John S. Arrowood
Edward Avant
Kavitha J. Babu
Austin Baidas
Jerome Baker
Michael C. Baker
Richard P. Baks
Barry R. Barkley
Honorable Howard J. Bayless, III
William Beck and David F. Huskey
John G. Bellemore
Troy K. Benavidez
Craig A. Benson
Michael J. Bento and Christopher Watts
Matt Berry
Keith Blaydes
The Honorable John F. Brady and Joshua B. Davis
Sam and Darcie Brooks
Margaret Burd
Gene Burkard
William W. Burrington
Rob Caballero
Timothy Callahan
Troy M. Cassel
Guy Cecil
Tee Chan
Kay Chandler
Ty Cobb
David Codell
Edith Dee Cofrin 
Katharine and Jody Cole

Julie Coons and Lisa Curry
Giles Davidson and Daniel Waldmann
Curt L. Decker
Jerelyn B. Dilno
Michael A. Dively
Robert Doody
David A. Eckland and T. Dennis Bickham
Mike C. Eckman
Michael Todd Felts
Curt M. Finkelmeyer and Kenneth A. Baker
Randy W. Fiser and Michael T. Kochie
Michael W. Fitzgerald
Honorable Gary Fitzsimmons
Earl Fowlkes
Jamie Fox
Blake T. Franklin and Tom Getgood
David A. Frederick
Joe Freeman, III
Dr. Bryce W. Furness
Malcolm R. Gage Jr.
Steven Gildersleeve
Emily Giske
David Glasgow and Van Pond
Mark Glaze
Mo Goff
Suzanne Goldstein and Dana Greenwald
Rosie M. Gonzalez
Kenneth J. Graham and Daniel Alabanello
Andrew Greenfield
Gregory W. Griffith
Stephen H. Gunn
Jeanne Hall
Steve Hansen
Capt. Cory F. Heitmeier and Jonathan K. Frick
Lloyd E. Herman
Thomas Hess
Mike Holloman and Tim Surratt
JK Homer and Lynden C. Armstrong
Jack W. Hornor
Bryan S. Howard and Brad Daughtry
Honorable Alan Howard and Ron Brand
Frank J. Howell
Fred N. Humphreys
Charles A. Hunnicutt, Esq. and Wayne Amos
G. David and Barb Hurd
Charles Hurr
David F. Huting
Delores A. Jacobs, Ph.D. and Heather Berberet
Douglas Jensen and Brent Whitman
Giselle Jurkanin
Honorable Jolie Justus and Shonda Garrison
Robert J. Kabel
Linda Kaboolian
Michael Kahn

Steven R. Kauffman
James Ketterman Jr.
Paul Kirkpatrick
John R. Klai II and Jonathan S. Sparer
John J. Klenert
Stacy Kling
Wilkes L. Kothmann and John Hallum
Greg D. Kubiak and Joe Canter
Eric Kuhn
Melissa Lavinson
Michael R. Lawrence
Susan Leal and Susan Hirsch
Honorable Mark R. Leno
Suzanne LeVan and Annette Cerbone
Jeff R. Lewy and Ed Eishen
Judge Alice F. Lightle and Debbie Willhite
Diane K. Lincoln
Thomas K. Lopach
Honorable Evan D. Low
William Lyons
Edward MacAllister
Bob Mahlowitz
Jeffrey Marburg-Goodman
Jane A. and Tami Marquardt
Grant Martin
Michael Martinez
Dan Massey and Alison Gardner
Michael Mattmiller
The Honorable Steve T. May
J. Matthew McClellan
Timothy S. McCoy
Timothy I. McFeeley
Philip A. McNamara
Brian R. McNaught and Raymond L. Struble
Bill Melamed and Jamey Lundblad
Meldon H. Merrill
Justin Meyer and Tim Meinke
Jason Mida and Drew Hammill
David J. Miller
Antonio Munoz
David F. Musel
Brad Nagar and Reid Sutton
Art Nava
Jeffrey R. Neal
Randy New and Russell Tippins
Richard W. Oberhaus
Honorable Stephanie O’Brien
Al W. Oertwig
Stosh Ostrow, M.D. and Allen Walterman
Carsten Otto
Mary Paradise
Jim A. Patterson and Tim Donahue
Donald C. Pelz
David Pena, Jr.
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Kenneth Persel
Joseph M. Perta and Max Pulgar-Vidal
Richard N. Peterson Esq. and Wayne T. Bradley
Rob Petris
Mark Phariss
David Phillips
Jay P. Phillips
Sally L. Phillips and Ercilia M. Alibista
Milo Pinkerton and Virgil Taus
Bruce Presley and Christopher Hedlund
David Rappel
Gabrielle Rattner
Christopher B. Ray and Brian Maynor
Steve Reilley
David Richardson
Jeffrey A. Richmond
Albert Rogers and David Hankins
Constance L. Rogers
Renee Rosenfeld
Worth Ross
Joyce Rowland
Naomi Rustomjee
Michael J. Rutkowski and Tim Harper

David Ryder and Norman R. Rychlik
Thomas L. Safran
Aubrey Sarvis
Dena Scearce
James Schwartz and Timothy Boggs
Martin D. Sellers
Chris Shaw
Laura Shawver
Tom Sheehy
Samuel G. Shelton and Jeff Fabian
Fred Sherman
Robert Shuff and Sean Farrell
James Sie and Douglas Wood
Hannah S. Simone
Brian Sims, Esq.
Bill Smith and Mark Stevens
Jamie Snyder
Robert St.Genis
Curtis W. Stamp
Kenneth Sugarman and Tommy Llewellyn
Lianne C. and Julie Sullivan-Crowley
Tom A. Taylor, II
Zak Taylor and Dan Winship

Robert Lee Thomas
Kevin Thompson and Greg Ratliff
Ryan Tisch and Curtis Hine
Jeff Trammell and Stuart Serkin
Susan Turner-Lowe
Sheriff Lupe Valdez
Steve Van Hook
Robert Venuti and Robert Sandefur
Robert T. Vlasis III
Keith Vrhel
Brady Walkinshaw
Doug Warner and Truman Smith
William Waybourn and Craig Spaulding
Seth J. Weissman
Pamela Lawton Wilson and Jeanne Fricot
Chuck Wolfe
Catheren M. Woolard and Karen L. Geney

our supporters (continued)

14



corporate support

foundation support

$50,000 +
Pacific Gas & Electric Company
Replacements, Ltd.

$25,000–$49,999
AT&T
PhRMA

$10,000–$24,999
Comcast
Google 
National Education Association
Prudential Financial
RSVP Vacations
Sellers Dorsey & Associates LLC
Sempra Energy
Service Employees International Union
Uptown Publications 
Wells Fargo

$5,000–$9,999
AECOM Technology Corporation
AFSCME
Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld, L.L.P.
AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals, LP

CA Nurses Association PAC (CNA PAC)
Clear Channel
Elmendorf Strategies
Liquid Environmental Solutions
Morgan Stanley
Qualcomm Incorporated
Rural Metro Corporation
Unilever United States, Inc.

$2,500–$4,999
AFL-CIO
American Federation of Teachers
Angle Mastagni Matthews
Berlin Tourism Marketing
The Campaign Workshop
Cauthen, Forbes, & Williams, LLC
Combined Federal Campaign
Conference Direct, LLC
Cox Communications Inc
Davis & Harman LLP
Democratic National Committee
Escamilla & Poneck, Inc
Genentech
JR’s Bar & Grill
Montage Laguna Beach

National Center for Lesbian Rights (NCLR)
OutWest Global Adventures
Powell Phones
Storefront Political Media
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP
Union Pacific
United Food & Commercial Workers

$1,200–$2,499
Environmental Campaign Fund
GMT Strategies
Harrah’s Entertainment
Harvard University
Kinkennon Communications
MSHC Partners, Inc.
Olivia Cruises
Public Interest Productions
S&B Public Solutions
SmartBrief, Inc.
The Washington Blade

$100,000 +
Anonymous
Arcus Foundation
The David Bohnett Foundation
The Donald A. Burns Foundation, Inc.

$50,000–$99,999
Gill Foundation

$25,000–$49,999
Evelyn & Walter Haas, Jr. Fund
Kevin J.Mossier Foundation
The Ted Snowdon Foundation

$10,000–$24,999
Collingwood Foundation
Esmond V. Harmsworth Charitable Foundation

$1,200–$9,999
Blachford-Cooper Foundation, Inc.
The David Geffen Foundation
Delaware Valley Legacy Fund
Dr. L. Diane Bernard from Heller-Bernard Fund  
    at the Funding Exchange
The Elliott H. Matthews Foundation
Freeman Foundation
The Hollyfield Foundation
Los Angeles City College Foundation
VMC Foundation
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board members & staff

gay & lesbian victory fund 

Mark Burstein Executive Vice President, Princeton University, Princeton, NJ *chair
Susan E. Atkins Library Commissioner, City of San Diego, San Diego, CA *vice-chair
Harvey Hurdle Chief Operating Officer, Sellers Dorsey, Philadelphia, PA *treasurer
Robert H. Gleason Chief Financial Officer and General Counsel, Evans Hotels, San Diego, CA *secretary

Melissa Bradley-Burns  Founder and Managing Director, New Capitalist™, Washington, DC
Susan Burnside President, Burnside & Associates, Los Angeles, CA
Steve Elmendorf President, Elmendorf Strategies, Washington, DC
Joseph Falk Special Consultant, Akerman Senterfitt, Miami Beach, FL
Edward Feighan Chief Operating Officer, Evergreen National Indemnity, Columbus, OH
Malcolm R. Gage, Jr. Finance Director, Park Place Volvo and President, MRG Consulting, Irving, TX
Paul W. Horning Senior Vice President, Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, Atlanta, GA
Mary Paradise Senior Program/Policy Analyst, National Education Association (NEA), Washington, DC
Jim R. Schmidt Senior Public Policy Advisor, Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC. , Nashville, TN
Hannah Simone Senior Director of Political Affairs, Nuclear Energy Institute, Washington, DC
Kevin Tilden Director of Communications & External Affairs, American Water, San Diego, CA
Chuck Wolfe President & CEO, Gay & Lesbian Victory Fund and Leadership Institute, Washington, DC

gay & lesbian leadership institute 

Joyce Newstat CEO, Rocket Science Associates, San Francisco, CA *chair
Brandon Hernandez Senior Manager of Governmental Affairs, Pacific Gas & Electric Company, San Francisco, CA *vice-chair
Jim Roth President, A New Energy, LLC, Oklahoma City, OK *treasurer
Hon. Debra Shore Board Commissioner, Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago, Chicago, IL * secretary

Hon. Toni Atkins Senior Policy Analyst, LeSar Development, San Diego, CA
Earl D. Fowlkes President/CEO, International Federation of Black Prides (IFBP), Washington, DC
Shane Kinkennon Principal, Kinkennon Communications, Inc., Denver, CO
Hon. Robert M. Saltzman Associate Dean, USC Gould School of Law, Los Angeles, CA
Kevin Thompson Consultant, Seattle, WA
Chuck Wolfe President & CEO, Gay & Lesbian Victory Fund and Leadership Institute, Washington, DC
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Sue Burnside (Co-Chair), Los Angeles, CA
Jim R. Schmidt, (Co-Chair), Nashville, TN

Kimberly Allman, Bethesda, MD
JD Angle, Fort Worth, TX
David Arpin, Houston, TX
Ron Ausemus, Dallas, TX
Mark Baker, Miami, FL
Angela Blanchard, Houston, TX
David Bower, Washington, DC
Sam Brooks, Washington, DC
Joel Brown, San Francisco, CA
Rob Caballero, Houston, TX
Troy Cassel, Philadelphia, PA
Chuck Chesson, Chevy Chase, MD
Bobby Clark, Denver, CO
Rob Cogorno, Washington, DC
William E. Colburn, Houston, TX
Christian Conti, San Francisco, CA
Margaret Conway, Washington, DC
Jeff Cook, Cold Spring, NY
Jay Dascenzo, Columbus, OH
David DeCicco, Long Island, NY
Donnie Dixon, Los Angeles, CA
Roderick Eggleston, Atlanta, GA
Todd Felts, Reno, NV
Melissa Flournoy, Baton Rouge, LA
Ben Finzel, Washington, DC
Kirk Fordham, Miami Beach, FL
John Gallagher, Arlington, VA
Dev Ghose, New York NY
Lee Gibson, Dunkirk, OH

Gregory Griffith, Los Angeles, CA
Michael Grover, Decatur, GA
Jason Hanna, Dallas, TX
Steve Hansen, Sacramento, CA
Capt. Cory F. Heitmeier, New Orleans, LA
Alan Howard, Carmel, CA
Jill Jacobson, Richmond, VA
Leslie Katz, San Francisco, CA
J. Russell Kieffer, Albuquerque, NM
Paul Kirkpatrick, Dallas, TX
John Klenert, Washington, DC
Eric Kuhn, New York, NY
Melissa Lavinson, Washington, DC
Chrys Lemon, Washington, DC
Doug MacKenzie, Scottsdale, AZ
Bob Mahlowitz, San Diego, CA
Michael Martinez, Sacramento, CA
Frank Matheson, Salt Lake City, UT
Michael Mattmiller, Seattle, WA
Tim McCoy, Baltimore, MD
Charles T. Moran, Hollywood, CA
Chris Moore, Washington, DC
Art Nava, Quincy, MA
Amie Needham, St. Louis, MO
Randy New, Atlanta, GA
Richard Oberhaus, Palm Springs, CA
Christopher Oliver, Marina, CA
Bryan Ortiz, Albuquerque, NM
Sally Phillips, Tampa, FL
Catherine Pino, Falls Church, VA
Valerie Ploumpis, Topanga, CA
David Rappel, Encino, CA

David Roady, New York, NY
Carl Rosendorf, Weston, MA
Renee Rosenfeld, Washington, DC
Jeff Rymer, Nashville, TN
Dena Scearce, Nashville, TN
Tom Schuler, New York, NY
Rodney Scott, Los Angeles, CA
Wesley Shackelford, Austin, TX
Adam Shapiro, Washington, DC
Curt Shepard, Beverly Hills, CA
Bo Shuff, Columbus, OH
Frank Siano, St. Louis, MO
Jared Silverman, Atlanta, GA
Greg Simoncini, Chicago, IL
Brian Sims, Philadelphia, PA
David Taylor, Nashville, TN
Tom A. Taylor, II, Oklahoma City, OK
Peter Tepley, Birmingham, AL
Kevin Tilden, San Diego, CA
Susan Turner-Lowe, South Pasadena, CA
Don Uttrich, Washington, DC
Dr. Lydia Vaias, Long Beach, CA
Louis Vega, Midland, MI
Robert T. Vlasis, III, Washington, DC
Brady Walkinshaw, Seattle, WA
Doug Warner, Charleston, SC
Seth Weissman, New York, NY
Susan Whitman, Decatur, GA
Debbie Willhite, Little Rock, AR
David Wochner, Washington, DC

staff

Josh Beety Compliance & Revenue Manager
Robin Brand Deputy Executive Director
Brian Cox Director, Victory Campaign Board
Mark Anthony Dingbaum  Digital Marketing Associate
Denis Dison Director of Communications
James Dozier Deputy Political Director
Liz Edwards Program Assistant
Martin Espinoza Events Manager
Martín Garcia Political Associate
Adam Martin Director of Board Relations
Sarah McCall Major Gifts Officer
Tim Meinke Director, Major Gifts
Jason Mida Vice President, Development
Fred Sherman CFO/COO
Jeff Spitko Director of Marketing
George Walker  Vice President, Leadership Initiatives
Shawn Werner  Director of Campaign Services
Chuck Wolfe  President & CEO

interns

Will DeKrey Dartmouth College, Hanover NH
Jeffrey Cardenas University of California, Davis, CA
Ben Heisler American University, Washington, DC
Cassandra Surber George Washington University, Washington, DC
Stephen Stone University of California at San Diego, San Diego, CA
Kyle Bertling University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, WI
Jennifer Higgins University of Maryland in Baltimore, MD
Emily Pagano Smith College, Northampton, MA
Christopher Armstrong University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI
Stephen Lucas Pennsylvania State University
Samantha Mandel Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH
Spencer Thompson Shippensburg University, Shippensburg, PA
Alexandra Sheaffer University of California Santa Cruz

fellows

Mickey Martinez Simpson, Thacher & Bartlett Public Service Fellow
Jillian Rubino American University, Washington, DC

victory campaign board
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learn more

www.victoryfund.org    •    www.glli.org    •    www.gaypolitics.com

follow us

facebook.com/victoryfund    •    twitter.com/victoryfund    •    youtube.com/victoryfund    •    smartbrief.com/LGBT


